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APPENDIX D 

 

RECYCLING INFORMATION FROM POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Dear Robert, 

I hope you are keeping well. 

I am not a lawyer, but I have asked the same question and my reading of the 
new regulations from the Welsh government is that there are a few bits which 
could be slightly contradictory in this regard.  Initially the focus is on non-
domestic premises, namely offices, factories, etc which are defined via the 
NNDR and seem fairly clear-cut as buildings which people don’t live in and 
should be recycling like we all do at home already… However, they are then 
clear that “premises” is not solely limited to the building itself but includes the 
grounds… 

So the implication is that sites such as your recreational grounds which have 
litter bins dotted around the ground would be expected to have dual use bins 
and attempt to try to capture some recyclables from this too. 

If you read section 5.7 of the Code of Practice it specifically clarifies that the 
local council statutory street cleansing operations would be exempt from this 
requirement, however markets and outdoor events (which are commercial 
waste, but take place in the same place e.g. the street or the park) and 
venues with grounds would be expected to comply with it.   Because you are 
not a principle litter authority undertaking a statutory cleansing requirement 
you would not be covered by this exemption, you would be expected to 
comply as per other facilities / venues with grounds. 

Changes to workplace recycling: guidance for workplaces | GOV.WALES 

We know that this is working OK at some sites e.g. National Trust Cymru at 
Powis Castle and I have seen you have likewise done a good job with the 
litter bins at the Llanfair and Welshpool Light Railway stations to – they have 
demonstrated successfully that this can be done and we are ourselves trying 
to slowly over time roll out more recycling type litter bins in public places too.   

 

 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/EK847s8yD-M/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fchanges-workplace-recycling-guidance-workplaces
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In reality, we have tried to get people to separate litter on the go and it can 
be challenging if people put the wrong items in the wrong segment of the bin 
and its especially challenging in outdoor environments where you may get 
quite offensive waste e.g. dog waste in parks erroneously contaminating the 
recyclables. 

I think the direction of travel from WG is clear though and so I would 
encourage you to consider this over time as bins get replaced to try to work 
towards more recycling of litter also, as well as for town and community 
councils with green spaces in particular to consider how you can compost 
waste from grounds maintenance operations if you don’t already as well as it 
being good PR and just the right thing to do, it should save you money as 
recycling is generally considerably cheaper than refuse disposal collections. 

Kind Regards, 

James Thompson 

Waste Awareness & Enforcement Manager / Rheolwr ymwybyddiaeth a 
gorfodi gwastraff 

 


